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century when Karnataka was disunited and practically
paralysed, the Mohammedans invaded the country and in the
course of a few years uprooted both the Yadavas and the
Hoysalas with lightning speed, threatening a wholesale
destruction of the cultural heritage of the land. Some of
the tributary princes who helped the sovereign powers in
building up their empires in the south in this period were
the Silaharas with their branches, the Rattas of Saundatti,
Kadambas, Guttas, Santaras, without whose loyalty and
heroism the continued prosperity and stability of the bigger
states would have been impossible.
The Vijayanagara Empire, which was the direct result
of the popular indignation at the disintegration of the
South, came into being in 1336 A. D. Under the spiritual
guidance of Vidyara^ya, the Sangama princes viz. Harihara
and Bukka achieved a remarkable feat in Karnataka
history by their bravery, skill of organization and high
ideals of kingship. The diplomacy and the patriotism of
Ballala III, the last illustrious king of the Hoysala line,
was in no small measure responsible for laying the founda-
tion of this Empire and for giving the necessary impetus
and assistance to the five Sangama brothers in their
bold venture. Among the kings of the four dynasties that
reigned over the whole of the South upto Tungabhadra viz*
Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu, the most famous
kings were Bukkaraya, Proudhadevaraya, Krs^adevaraya
and Ramaraya. Kr^adevaraya, in particular, was the
most heroic, generous and diplomatic monarch, besides
being a great patron of literature and a poet as welt
The Empire .became known to the rest of the world
for its wonderful capital, its fabulous wealth and its trade,